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"Put Me in, Coach!" Raises Funds, Awareness 
said. "Finally we said, 'Enough's ';'d reality; 'thanks: to individuals 
enough. Let's do this.'" - 	-- :acrosscatn-pus and ohinteers far 
Planning.for "Put me in, Coach!','. ; and wide. 	. 	. 
began in May, and on Nov. 6, Organizers had a goal and plenty 
the dream of bringing together of ideas, but lacked a plan to 
community members, sports fans, follow in making arrangements. 
parents and athletes to celebrate "In creating a new event that 
Concordia athletics was made doesn't have a track record, it 
By Lindsay Hartleben 
A successful athletic department 
needs fans, money, and talented 
student-athletes. Since becoming 
a Division II program five years 
ago, Concordia has been able to 
attract the latter to make significant 
improvement in the Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference in 
many sports. However, the other 
two key components have been 
somewhat lacking, due to school 
size and competition in the media 
from the plethora of professional 
and collegiate sports teams in the 
area. 
Totino-Grace High School in 
Fridley has hosted a very lucrative 
annual fundraising dinner and 
auction since 1986. Randy 
and Jolene Hodson, parents of 
2004 graduate and two-sport 
athlete Stephanie Hodson, were 
inspired by the school's event and 
envisioned Concordia hosting 
a similarly elegant dinner in the 
Gangelhoff Center to raise money 
for athletic programs. In 2001, 
the couple brought the idea to 
Athletic Director David Herbster, 
who expressed interest, but no 
action was taken for some time. 
"The idea was circulating for 
two and a half years," Herbster 
familiar faces. 
Detail, 
Concordia 
University's 
campus cable 
channel, 
frequently 
broadcasts many 
informative and 
entertaining 
programs within 
the campus on Channel 6, an effort 
orchestrated by many students 
and staff members. One program 
in particular extended Detail's 
programming into the broader 
Twin Cities area after airing on 
Metro Cable Network 6 (MCN6). 
This enabled those outside of the 
campus community to watch "On 
Concordia," a ,program airing on 
Thursday nights, devoted to recent 
events in the Athletic Department 
of CSP. The last episode of 
the season aired on MCN6 on 
Thursday, Nov. 18, and, although 
it's not official yet, Detail and 
the Athletic Department hope 
to continue this program next 
semester with further funding. 
"On Concordia" began from 
an idea by David Herbster, the 
Director of Concordia's Athletic 
Department Herbster said that 
the department "needed a way  
such places as 
Hennepin and 
Anoka counties. 
With this new 
capability of 
receiving such 
a wide span 
of audience 
members, 
the Athletic 
Department was 
able to better depict its aptitude 
in sports to such viewers as 
prospective students or even 
to prospective fans. Detail 
staff member Zachary Schuster 
expressed that the program "is a 
new show that has received a lot 
of positive feedback." 
In case you missed the show, 
"On Concordia" included not 
only the sporting events, but 
also featured interviews with 
coaches and players. The show 
was hosted by Mike Woodley, 
a sports newscaster for MCN6, 
who has covered many other 
school-related sporting events for 
the network as well. During an 
episode, he would interview the 
coaches of the teams "in season." 
According to Schuster, "This 
fall we featured football coach 
Mark Mauer, volleyball coach 
Brady Starkey, as well as the  
coaches for soccer, cross country, 
and golf. On several occasions, 
we have also had student athletes 
on the show to talk about their 
experiences at Concordia." 
Woodley would usually 
interview the coaches on how 
their teams were doing, such as 
their teams' strengths and chief 
players. Detail planned for three 
sports to be covered over the 
course of one show. Along with 
the interviews, Schuster, as well 
as Detail students, would have 
filmed clips from various games. 
"Then, at the end of the show, 
Athletic Director Dave Herbster 
comes on and he and Mike 
discuss the sports not covered in 
the first part of the episode," says 
Schuster. 
After the fall season, thanks 
to the efforts of Detail, the 
cooperation of those involved 
with the Athletic Department, 
and MCN6, "On Concordia" got 
off the ground with great success, 
and hopefully, continuing success 
in the future. Schuster adds, "We 
also want to get more students 
involved with the show, so those 
who are interested in athletics are 
encouraged to contact the Detail 
office at 603-6274 to find out 
more about the program." 
Interested in getting 
involved with the 
"On Concordia" 
program? 
Call the Detail office: 
603-6274 
Event Services and American 
Bank got the ball rolling, then 
Senior Women's Administrator 
Lisa Raitz was responsible for 
finding volunteers to take care 
of various aspects of the event. 
Parents of student-athletes were 
called upon to procure items 
for the silent auction. Student-
athletes were asked to help sell 
the $100 tickets. 
"We overestimated on ticket 
sales," Raitz said. "We thought 
we could sell 600 to 800, with 
each athlete selling two tickets." 
Despite invitations sent out to 
parents, community members 
such as the Midway Chamber of 
Commerce, and alumni, ticket 
sales were slow. 
"More of our ticket sales came 
from the peer-to-peer format [such 
as selling at football games] than 
invitations," said Jesse Stremcha, 
director of Alumni Relations 
and co-chair of the ticketing 
subcommittee. 
Weeks before the event, the 
location was moved to the 
Buenger Education Center and 
Dining Hall... 
see "Put Me In Coach" 
continued on page 2 
By Jeanne Ronchak 	to reach out and educate people 
In between classes, homework, on Concordia athletics." MCN6 
extracurricular activities, and airs programs that are especially 
socializing, television has always tailored to the surrounding 
been a popular pastime for many community. According to their 
college students. Perhaps, as website (www.mcn6.org ), the 
channels were idly surfed, the TV station reaches not only the Twin 
landed on some Cities, but also 
"[the athletic 
department] needed 
a way to reach 
out and educate 
people on 
Concordia athletics." 
- David Herbster 
"On Concordia" Highlights Athletics 
was difficult to gauge what the 
reaction would be for an event of 
this scale," said Jason Rahn, the 
director of Conference and Event 
Services. 
Sponsorship from Trivent 
Financial for Lutherans, Skyway 
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Big Brother Does Not Live at Concordia 
the students, faculty, staff, and their actions and may experience 
community." Student security consequences. But, the cameras 
guard Tom Sewing says, "I see will not be used 
the cameras as 
a good thing 
because they are 
not there to act 
as a big'brother; 
they are there to 
add to campus 
safety." 
Some students 
have expressed 
concern 	that 
the 	Security 
Department 
will go back 
to see who is violating the dorm 
hours, etc. This is not the case. 
The cameras act as if a guard 
were standing in those areas at 
the moment. For example, if a 
student walks in their dorm at two 
in the morning with a member of 
the opposite sex and a keg of beer 
and they are seen on the monitor 
at that time, they are liable for 
Photo by Josh Prigge 
The new security cameras are located in all of the dorm entrances. 
By Erin Jolie Thompson 	has recently implemented security 
George Orwell's book cameras in various locations on 
"1984" expresses the dangers campus and one may ask, "Is Big 
of a totalitarian government by Brother watching us now?" The 
simulating a perfect totalitarian answer? NO. 
society; it is the most 
extreme vision imaginable 
ofa modern-day government 
with absolute power. There 
were telescreens (movie 
cameras) in everyone's 
homes and there were signs 
everywhere saying, "Big 
Brother is watching you." These cameras are placed at the 
This article is not a book entrances of all of the residence 
review; however, prefacing this halls; three cameras are in Luther 
topic with Orwell's book seemed because of the unique three-
appropriate. ConcordiaUniversity entrance structure and two are 
Student Senates Unite at 
By Erin Jolie Thompson 	Concordia Student Leaders, 
When the United States Senate is to foster the Christian unity 
convenes, delegates from all over among Concordia synodical 
the county go to Washington to schools, appreciate the diversified 
represent their state. On Nov. 11- contributions each school can 
14, a similar meeting took place. make, effectively communicate 
All of the Concordia Universities concerns to the Board of 
in the Concordia University University Education (BUE), 
System (St. Paul, support one another, 
Austin, 	Ann 	 and communicate 
Arbor, Bronxville, 	"I hope that I can 	with one another. 
Irvine, 	Portland, 	fulfill my duties What many 
River 	Forest, by clearly 	
students do not 
Selma, 	Seward, 	 realize 	is 	the 
and 	Mequon) 	representing 	relationship 	that 
sent 	delegates 	their views to 	the 	Coricordia 
from their student the BUE." 	Universities have 
government bodies 	- Ryan Steffen 	• with the synod and 
to Mequon, Wis.  why it is important 
for a conference. 	 to 	communicate 
As representatives from all of with the BUE. The 
the Concordia Universities, this BUE has a hand in the happenings 
group of students make up the of Concordia universities, so this 
whole Concordia Senate. forum of students • gathering is 
The president of Concordia vital in order to express opinions/ 
University's,St.Paul,studentbody, concerns to the board collectively. 
Ryan Steffen, is the chairperson One item of business at this 
of this association. He planned 6:inference was a discusSion of 
and chaired this event, starting to the concerns to take to the BUE 
prepare for this conference last from all of the schools. Steffen, 
year in December. Other students because of his chairperson title, 
from Concordia who went were will then go to their conference in 
Marcus Breitbarth, Vice President February to report to them what 
of Senators; Michael Miller, Vice was discussed. 
President of Relations; Erin 	Other components of this 
Jolie Thompson, Vice President conference 	included 	school 
of Finance and Organization; presentations, division meetings, 
and Andy Herzberg, a delegate leadership 	training, 	guest 
representing Campus Ministry. 	speakers, devotion times, business 
The purpose of the Association meetings, and even a little bit of 
of Student in Higher Education fun. 
(ASHE), now renamed National 	One of the most interesting parts 
placed at each end of the tunnel 
for Hyatt because of its unique 
design. 
These cameras were requested 
by the students, according 
to Mike Mulso, because the 
students wanted to feel safe in 
their dormitories, as well as other 
places on campus. The first 
item of business for the Security 
Department before installing the 
camera was to conduct research 
to find out the best locations and 
ways to put them in. After that, 
the cameras were purchased and 
are being installed. The security 
camera plan includes installing 
more cameras at later dates in 
common areas, parking lots, and 
the various buildings on campus. 
The reasoning behind these 
cameras is not to violate privacy. 
The cameras are on the outer areas 
of the residence halls, not on the 
floors or by the rooms. Mulso 
compared the cameras to a front 
desk worker at each dorm. 
The purpose for the cameras 
is simple: to keep students safe. 
Mulso stressed that the 
Security Department "is not 
out to get students, [but the 
cameras] are there so we 
can go back in the case that 
we have to get suspects. 
We will catch people for 
policy violations, but it is 
out there to really catch the bad 
guys, and if you are following 
the rules then you have nothing 
to worry about. Our goal is to 
create a safer environment for 
Conference 
of the conference was getting 
information about the other 
Concordia schools. Common 
problems among all of the schools 
were expressed; however, strong 
points were also evaluated. The 
sharing of ideas and discussing 
problems and possible solutions 
was one of the best parts about this 
conference. All of the Concordia 
schools share some similarities, 
but have many differences as well. 
When this group convened, it was 
helpful to gain insight from other 
student leaders. Breitbarth notes 
that, "most Concordia [schools] 
have similar weaknesss, so Wei 
can work together .-ta ftx, them: or 
share ideas with each other.'‘'.,. 
"Even though the purpose of 
ASHE is to accumulate the views 
of all of the students, one of the 
most important aspects of the 
conference are the friendships and 
relationships that are formed;" 
Steffen says. "I am glad that I 
had the opportunity and ability 
to serve as the chairperion' fOr all 
of the Concordia students, and I 
hope that I can fulfill my duties by 
clearly representing their views to 
the. BUE." 
As this event attests, Concordia 
students at CSP and across the 
nation are taking steps in the right 
direction to make the voices of 
students heard; improve schools, 
community, nation, and world; and 
to spread the Gospel and support 
one another in that mission.  
continued from page 1 
,..because the expected numbers 
were not enough to require use of 
the Gangelhoff Center. 
"Having the event in the Buenger 
Education Center and Dining Hall 
added to the success of the event. 
We were able to accommodate the 
auction, program and dinner in an 
elegant environment," Rahn said. 
From 5:30 to 7 p.m. on Nov. 
silent auction and social 
hour'were held in the Buenger 
Education Center. Dr. Jeffrey 
BurkWTrovided music while 
student-ath from several 
teams served appetizers. Donated 
silent auction items included 
artwork, autographed sporting 
goods, restaurant and hotel gift 
certificates, and much more. 
According to Herbster, proceeds 
totaled about $6,500. 
."There were about 100 items, 
u there weren't enough big 
items," Raitz said. "Next year 
we'll look for more package-type 
items, such as a trip to Las Vegas 
with a flight and hotel included." 
At 7 p.m., 150 attendees 
lit down to dinner, served by 
Student-athletes, in the elegantly-
decorated dining hall. Rented 
tables and chairs, a lighting and 
sound system, and touches like 
1930s trophies as centerpieces 
ft.ansformed the space. 
"Charging $100 per person, we 
knew we had to put on a really 
high quality event," Strerncha 
said. 
Mary yitense, a soccer parent 
from Monona Grove, Wis., 
attended the event with her 
husband, Jeff. She did not think 
the ticket price was too expensive, 
considering the proceeds are for 
the athletes, such as her daughter. 
"We were glad we went. Jeff and 
I thought it was great," Vitense 
said. 
After dinner, a program included 
several speakers, including 
athletic director David Herbster; 
Head Football Coach Mark 
Mauer; Head Softball Coach  
to go back and 
see who was 
violating 
campus policy, 
etc. The only 
reason 	the 
tapes 	would 
be reviewed is 
if an incident 
occurred where 
they need 
evidence, for 
example, if a 
student ended 
up missing, or 
if someone was on campus who 
should not be. 
The purpose of the cameras is 
to provide a safer environment. 
If students have any questions or 
concerns, contact Mike Mulso. 
So, let's give thanks for those little 
black domes that watch over the 
campus. They can be considered 
CSP's little guardian angels. 
Tom Rubbelke; Louis Carter, 
a 1982 Concordia graduate and 
Vice President of the Golden 
Bear Club, and senior basketball 
players Desirae Jones and Brian 
Jamros. President Robert Hoist 
also thanked attendees and the 
person who first envisioned such 
an event could be possible at 
Concordia: Randy Hodson, who 
died following a tragic plane 
crash on Aug. 12. 
"It's too bad he wasn't there 
to see it," Jolene Hodson said 
"[President Hoist] basically said 
how the one person to thank for 
this evening was missing. It was 
touching. He wanted to giv0 
thanks where thanks were due." 
Profits from the event will likely 
be put into a general athletics 
fund, first to be used for Athletic 
Department needs. Then, $500 
may possibly be allocated to each 
team. Herbster said the event 
grossed about $20,000, but costs 
of the event were approximately 
half that amount. 
"My goals were a lot higher, but 
regardless of how much money 
we made, all the time and effort 
we put into it was, well worth it 
especially hearing all the positive 
feedback ," Herbster said 
From this point, organizers are 
optimistic about making progress 
in the future toward a bigger, 
more profitable event. 
It will be a much easier event 
to plan next year," Stremcha said 
"A lot of the speculation and 
ambiguity is gone." 
Herbster said his ultimate goal is 
to attract larger sponsors, sell 700 
tickets, and make $100,000 each 
year However, the main goal is 
to attract attention to the tradition 
of athletic excellence emerging at 
Concordia. 
"I want more people to hear our 
message, of the athletes and what 
they have to go through," Herbster 
said. "Down the line, my hope is 
to create more awareness about 
our programs." 
"I see the cameras as a good 
thing...they are there to add to 
campus safety." 
- Tom Sewing 
"We will catch people 
for policy violations, but 
it is out there to really 
catch the bad guys, 
and if you are following 
the rules then you have 
nothing to worry about.." 
- Mike Mulso 
I Put Me In Coach!" 
2 
Kiosk Prank Sparks Controversy 
Staff, Students Comment On and Explain the Misunderstood Incident 
By Ben Fink 	 her friends to assist in the task, 
The small, typically quiet according to Breitbarth. 
Concordia 	community was 	Steffen commented on the 
stirred by the scene that students students who painted the kiosk, 
stumbled across 	 suggesting they 
are dangerous because they are anonymous. Furthermore, Steffen 
not designed for body weight." admitted that until this year, 
He expressed concern for those the Homecoming Luther Statue 
who climb the   prank had often 
statues to either 	 been 	organized 
"I don't think there perform or clean by a 	student 
up a prank. 	is anything wrong 	organization. 
	
He thought the 	with pulling a prank. 	Students have 
kiosk would be a 	I do think there 	differing opinions 
good alternative on these organized is something wrong because it is 	 pranks. 	Some 
inexpensive 	with it when they 	students think that 
to repair and, sponsor and 	there is a double 
compared 	to condone vandalism." standard when it 
the 	statues, 	- Michael Marvosh 	comes to pranks. 
many 	more - 	 "I' d do more 
stuff like that if 
I thought I wouldn't get busted 
every weekend," says junior 
Aaron Schmitz. 
Senior Lonal Van agrees, 
saying, "A couple years ago, we 
had a water gun fight, and they 
wanted to write us up for that. 
They don't want any real pranks 
on this campus." 
Senior Michael Marvosh also 
voiced an opinion, questioning 
whether the kiosk incident was 
just a- harmless prank or actually 
vandalism. "I don't think there 
is anything wrong with them 
pulling a prank. I do think there 
is something wrong with it 
when they sponsor and condone 
vandalism." 
on the morning of 
Sept 24. Instead 
of passing the 
usually empty, 
white kiosk 
on the way to 
the Library 
Technology 
Center, students 
saw it spray 
painted bright 
pink and blue. They saw it 
plastered with magazine pictures 
of celebrities on all sides. What 
they did not see were the weeks 
of planning by a few students, 
'Student Senate, and even a vice 
president of the school that led up 
to the incident. 
The events that led up to the prank 
all began this summer during a 
casual meeting with a group of 
CSP vice presidents, according 
to Student Senate President Ryan 
Steffen. Steffen said that at lunch, 
"a couple of vice presidents 
voiced their concerns about the 
lack of school spirit at CSP." They 
wanted a school full of tradition, 
a school 
which 
alumni 
could 
remember 
fondly in 
the future. 
Steffen 
said he 
then took 
that idea, 
along 
with other 
concerns, 
and proposed a plan to "a Vice 
President" to execute a prank on 
the kiosk. 
Vice President of Information 
Technology and Operations, 
Dr. Eric LaMott, -gave a similar 
-aCcotiiii' of the event in an 
interik6V Q— However, LaMott 
reported that he approached 
the Senate' leaders in early fall 
and suggested The idea of doing 
some kind of prank to enliven 
school spirit and move the focus 
of pranks away from the Luther 
statue and Crowried Column--the 
Adam and Eve statue near the 
dining hall. LaMott then left the 
final decision and details up to the 
Student Senate Executive Board. 
After the original planning, 
according 
to 	Marcus 
Breitbarth, 
Vice-President 
of Senators, 
the Executive 
Board 	then 
decided 	who 
they 	wanted 
to perform the 
prank. 	They 
contacted the 
student they had in mind, who 
readily accepted. The Executive 
Board encouraged this individual 
to include ."a handful" of his/ 
had come up 
with a similar 
idea on their 
own. "Was it 
going to happen 
without Senate 
approval? 
Probably... they 
had the idea 
already," Steffen 
reported. 
At the time that this article was 
written, no financial compensation 
had been given to the pranksters, 
who used their 
own funds to pay 
for the materials 
used 
	
in 	the 
kiosk incident. 
They did, 
however, receive 
SuperFan T-
shirts, which are 
actually property 
of Concordia 
Activities Board 
(CAB), not the 
Executive Board. 
According 	to 
Steffen, 	the 
free 	t-shirts 
were not really 
reimbursement 
for the work 
done and money 
spent, but rather 
compensation for 
visiting with the 
Executive Board 
in the secluded 
Student Senate 
office: 	"Not 
many 	people 
come down to 
the office, so 
I try to give 
them something 
[when they do]," 
said Steffen. "It 
was more of an 
expression to 
thank them for 
coming • down 
to the office. I 
wish I hadn't 
though, because 
they are under 
CAB's budget." 
Breitbarth 
also reported 
that those involved all signed a 
contract, which detailed certain 
rules to follow to gain some 
accountability 
by the 
pranksters. 
Although the 
Student Senate 
Executive 
Board was 
unable to find 
the contract 
' for this article, 
reportedly 
ensured that the kiosk would not 
be destroyed, that nothing would 
be torn down' from it; that 
no -permaneSit dainageVould be  
done. 
These are similar to the rules 
that LaMott says he gave the 
Executive Board initially, but 
LaMott reported that he had 
no knowledge of a written 
contract. In addition to those 
rules, LaMott requested that, 
in the final outcome, no person 
or group of people be targeted 
either positively or negatively: "I 
wanted it to bring people together, 
not rip them apart." 
There are several reasons why'  
LaMott promoted the idea of a 
prank on the kiosk. It is common 
knowledge that the kiosk has not 
been very popular with students 
since its arrival last spring. It is  
students • pass 1- 
by it each day. He reported that 
the preliminary costs for repair 
on the kiosk 
were minimal 
compared 
to the most 
recent prank 
on the Luther 
Statue, in 
which students 
covered it in 
tinfoil during 
Homecoming 
Week. 
Maintenance 
needed a lift 
to remove the 
tinfoil 	from 
the 	statue, 
and LaMott 
estimated the 
total cost of 
clean up to 
be "probably 
between $300 
and 	$500." 
In 	contrast, 
LaMott 
reported that 
repair of the 
kiosk would be 
inexpensive, 
due to the 
minimal 
damage and 
overwhelming 
accessibility of 
white paint on 
campus. He 
also explained 
why the kiosk 
has yet to 
be totally 
repainted, 
saying, 
"Maintenance 
was not 
informed that 
the event was planned so they 
threw up some paint to get rid 
of it quickly." il He  expects the 
repainting w  
be completed by 	 
spring 2005. 
Whether or 
not these events 
are surprising, 
organized pranks 
are apparently 
nothing new to 
CSP. The most 
recent ' Luther 
statue prank was 
also planned by a 
"campus group," 
according to a 
source who wishes to remain 
In 
Griepentrog 's 
Nov. 3 
editorial, he 
argued that 
the kiosk was 
not destroyed 
and was not 
a victim of 
vandalism. 
He wrote, 
"The kiosk 
prank, and it 
was a prank, 
harmed no 
one." 
LaMott was asked how he 
would respond to those who 
called it vandalism. "It is no more 
vandalism than what is going on 
with the statues," LaMott said. 
"If they destroyed it, then maybe, 
but it wasn't destroyed. It can be 
repainted or replaced." 
Other students commented on 
the intent and outcome of the 
incident. "I guess [the kiosk 
prank] was a good idea, but 
it didn't really seem to bring 
anyone together." says senior Jen 
Carbone. "I think those things 
just have to happen naturally." 
Senior Erin 
Ganoe agrees, 
"I understand 
the intent was 
to raise school 
spirit, but there 
are other events 
that can take 
place that do 
not seem so 
childish and 
destructive." 
She adds, 
"Pranks were 
meant to be 
done by students." 
"I'd do more 
stuff like 
that if I 
thought I 
wouldn't get 
busted every 
weekend." 
- Aaron 
Schmitz 
"It [the prank] didn't 
really seem to bring 
anyone together. 
I think those things 
just have to 
happen naturally." 
- Jen Carbone 
"A couple of vice 
presidents voiced their 
concerns about the lack 
of school spirit at CSP." 
- Ryan Steffen, 
Student Senate 
President 
rarely used and many consider 
it an eyesore. In the Nov. 3 
issue of "The Sword," Matthew 
Griepentrog stated his opinion: 
"The kiosk is not an important 
part of this university. In fact, it's 
totally worthless." He later wrote, 
"I don't need another wooden 
piece of junk in my way telling 
me when the next art display is 
happening." LaMott and the 
Student Senate Executive Board 
wanted to change this attitude and 
these rules bring some interest to the kiosk. 
They also wanted to draw focus 
away from the statues, which 
have traditionally been a target 
for pranks. "The statues are 
getting old," says LaMott, "and 
"I wanted it to bring people together, not rip them 
apart. It is no more vandalism than what is going on 
with the statues. If they destroyed it, then maybe, 
but it wasn't destroyed." 
- Eric Lamott, Vice President of Information 
Technology and Operations 
"We had a 
water gun 
fight, and 
they wanted 
to write us 
up for that. 
They don't 
want any 
real pranks 
on this 
campus." 
- Lonal Van 
"I understand the 
intent was to raise 
school spirit, but 
there are other 
events that can take 
place that do not 
seem so childish 
and destructive." 
- Erin Ganoe 
3 
speaking origin. An even thore 
pertinent statistic to Minnesotans 
is that Minnesota has one of the 
top 10 fastest-growing Spanish 
communities in the country. With 
the rapid growth of this language, 
and Minnesota being on its 
leading edge, it only makes sense 
for students to prepare themselves 
to meet this expansion head on. 
Secondly, from a competitive 
standpoint, it is vital for 
Concordia University to keep up 
with other local private schools. 
Examining the programs offered 
in the area, one has to search 
no further than a few miles to 
see colleges and universities 
with vibrant Spanish programs. 
Macalester, St. Thomas, Hamline, 
and even Augsburg offer students 
the chance to major in Spanish. 
Why should Concordia be any 
different? Of course, Concordia 
is very small so it is impossible 
to meet all academic demands, 
but going in the direction of 
improving the program makes 
a lot of sense. I remember at 
Minnesota High school, they 
offered world language studies 
in Spanish, French, German, and 
Chinese. 	By 
Sierralta, 	
far, the largest 
my 	current "With the rapid growth 
collection 	of 
students could 
Intermediate 	of this language, and be found in the 
Spa  n i s h 	,Minnesota being on 	Spanish courses. 
professor, does 	its leading edge, it 	The supply of 
a 	tremendous 
job 	teaching- only makes sense for 	
students looking 
the 	course. 	students to prepare 	
for. a Spanish 
However, 	he themselves to meet this 
program 	in 
their university 
is mainly a 	expansion head on."  is present, so it 
professor of the 	- Jeremy Johnson 
arts, not Spanish. 
onlymakes sense 
	  for Concordia , to 
In 	order 	to 
improve 	the 
overall academic experience . at 
Concordia., steps should be taken 
to hire specialized professors of 
Spanish, so that those willing will 
be able to pursue their language 
to the fullest academic-level ,• 
possible. 
:Here are some reasons why I 
believe it is important fot SP to • - offer a Spanish program. First of 
all, one has to look no fluffier than 
the UnitedStates census to see the 
great importance this langu'age bas 
on our suctUre. According . to the . 
2002 censias one in , ei ditpeople  
in the Ontd ie„Stas o 
	
t i/ 	te ii t Spanish- t 
join the ' ranks 
of Macalester and St. ThoMas in 
attracting these students. 
While .I, as well as many 
other students, am very happy 
with ..the studies at Concordia 
University, it does not mean that 
steps for improvement should be 
ovetlOoked. It does not take a lot 
of effort to see the huge influence 
the Spanish---speaking culture 
is having in the community. 
Spanish is found iii the local 
neighborhoodsc. the pliCes of work, 
and even the inusiedVVai-d shoWS;' 
so it makes Serfse; foe SpiiiiSlidt6 1 
be at Concordia Univt4itypiEjfi 
'1'1 	 : 
Photo by Eric Cannedy 
By Jeremy Johnson 
We all should be very proud 
of our university. Concordia 
University is a wonderful place to 
prepare all for a successful life in 
the "real world." However, this 
pride in Concordia does come 
with a few concerns. The option 
of studying language at Concordia 
is one such area that concerns 
me. The focus on only offering 
languages most useful to students 
in church-work programs leaves a 
number of students out. Although 
Spanish is offered here, there is 
not a . professor that would focus 
all his or her attention on teaching 
Spanish. Alonso   
Photo courtesy of Public Relations 
Studying Abroad Enlightens Travelers 
countries. America can seem like new experiences, new places, new 
a bubble when one lives there faces, and new memories that will 
because there 	 last a lifetime. 
is no apparent I 	encourage 
need to worry 	"I have learned that 	everyone 	to 
pants in England are 	look into an about the rest 
of the world 	 opportunity like underwear, and trousers when one is this. Traveling, 
secure in one's are pants. After walking class, 	and 
own country. I 	in the rain, I made the 	studying. What 
have definitely 	mistake of saying my 	more could 'a 
learned 	a person want? pants were wet." 
lot 	through 	 Be sure to ask - Andrew Johnson discussion and Dean, Lorraine 
reading.   or me about it 
To sum up an when we get 
experience like this in one article back. I am sure that they, like I, 
is impossible. There are so many have plenty of stories to tell. 
Concordia University 
Needs Spanish Program 
By Andrew Johnson ' 	on Sept. 2 when I met the 20 other in a different setting and culture. 
Application fee, $35. Overnight American students with whom I I found out that Oak Hill is an 
Airmail expenses because of would spend the next three and a academically-demanding school 
almost missing the application half months. Dean Erickson and with very dedicated students. 
deadline, $25. Travel expenses.... Lorraine Wookey are two other Classes require a lot of work 
maybe a little too much. Food on CSP students joining the mix in but are very rewarding. It also 
the weekends,   England. The teaches a person a lot outside the 
$24. 	Bank "There are so many 	
a d d i t i o n a I classroom. Since coming, I have 
conversion 	 students come learned the rules to rugby and 
new experiences, new fees 	for from different snooker (a billiards game). I have 
changing 	places, new faces, 	C o n c o r d i a s learned how the English Premier 
money 	to 	and new memories that 	around 	the Football League works and have 
British pounds, 	will last a lifetime. 	states and also seen a match. I have learned that 
$3.00 a time. I encourage everyone 	
V a 1 p a r a i s o pants in England are underwear, 
Studying at Oak 	 University.The and trousers are pants. After 
Hill, priceless. to look into an 	first two weeks walking in the rain, I made the 
O.K., so maybe 	oppurtunity like this." 	were a blur of mistake of saying my pants were 
it is a cheesy 	- Andrew Johnson 	traveling as our wet, and I received some funny 
opening, but it  group became looks. I have learned that power 
still rings true. 	 oriented with sockets over here are different 
The experience one takes away the city before classes started. For and that British drivers are crazy. 
from a study-abroad experience the first 12 days, we traveled into 	It was interesting being in 
is priceless. 	 London each day, seeing sights London for the election. We 
Let me begin by describing like the Tower of London, St. had an election party with the 
Oak Hill. Oak Hill is a small Paul's Cathedral and Westminster American students, some staying 
Christian Theological Institute, Abbey, the Millennium bridge up all night watching the updates. 
which means that many of the and Tower There are 
people studying here are part of Bridge, 	the 	 many different 
the Anglican Church or Church Globe Theater perspectives "Studying abroad 
of England. Most of the 100 or and many more 	 here; there are offers more than so students are second-career sights. 	As people who are 
students and are in their upper a group, we 	just great sights. 	very supportive 
twenties to low thirties, although also 	traveled 	It gives the learner 	of 	President 
one or two are as young as 19. to 	Stratford- 	an opportunity to 	Bush and Tony 
Each student comes here to study upon- 	Avon study in a different 	Blair and agree 
religion with an end goal of either (Shakespeare's " setting and culture. 	
with _ 	their 
being a pastor at a congregation, birthplace),York 	 policies, while 
a missionary, or working with (previous home 	- Andrew Johnson 	others oppose 
a youth ministry program. The of real Vikings),  them. England 
school is not very big, but it does Stonehenge and 	 is a political spot 
have the mandatory soccer team other sights outside of London. 	in general. It is quite common for 
that practices twice a week and 	Studying abroad offers more the English to know about world 
has games on the weekend. 	than just great sights. It gives the politics and discuss them because 
My semester at Oak Hill began learner an opportunity to study they are so much closer to many 
Holst Sends University 
Reminder to "Fear Not" 
By President Bob Hoist 
Tension time has arrived at 
Concordia University. Final tests, 
final papers, final reports and a 
variety of other curricular and 
extracurricular responsibilities 
line up like regimental forces 
attacking peace of mind, 
good eating habits and sleep 
requirements. It is a good time to 
remember our theme of the year, 
"Fear not. I am with you." 
Our theme calls us to put life's 
fearful pressures in perspective. 
First, I recognize that much of the 
fear or pressure in my God has sent professors, mentors, 
life is self-inflicted. I tutors, and friends to help and 
worry about adequate support in times of challenge, 
preparation before tension or fear. 
I 	do 	something 	Finally, put your challenges 
and, 	afterward, 	I that create fear into the broader 
second-guess myself, context of your life's goals. 
evaluating if I did University education is hard 
the right thing in the because you want to succeed in 
right way and, ._even a world that requires quality for 
if so, did I- do it well? advancement and success. In 
When I used to teach other words, count blessings as 
regularly, my advice well as fears. Hard assignments 
to students was to get bless you because they prepare for 
a good night's sleep challenging opportunities. I once 
before the final test worked for someone who kept 
because sleepless saying, "People who are too big 
fear will hurt your for small things will be too small 
concentration. for big things." Semester-ending 
SAcOncl, , Aet.:ittinit Oats shrink in importance when 
compared 
to the doors 
"University education is 	that open 
hard because you want 	with a good 
to succeed in a world that 	university 
requires quality for 	education. 
advancement and success!' 	As we enter the : time 
- President Bob Hoist 	  betWeen 
shoulders. 	 the national 
Our' theine reminds us that we are holiday of Thanksgiving and 
not alone..Our theme from Isaiah celebration of the meaning of the 
calls us to trust•that God is with Christmas season, "Fear not. God 
us. God is not only with us with is with us." - 
spiritual power but, at Concordia, 
on football 
shoulder 
pads, it 
is easy to 
place the 
b. ut dens 
of life on• 
your own 
enjoy 
writin 
Concordia's Student Newspaper 
NOW HIRING FOR SPRING SEMESTER 
With the following positions available: 
Writer (all pages) 
Photographer (all pages) 
Page Editor 
For more information, email 
sword@csp.edu. 
Photo coutesy of Jennifer Mills 
Jim Rogers and Brian Roemen show off their find. 
2004 Isreal Dig Unearths Discoveries For All 
dump pile. If you asked Stan Ostgren, he would 
grin and tell you how he found a coin on his last 
day up at the dig site. Writer Marc Hequet might 
say he found a love of conversation through the 
virtual dig. Tim Schumacher, curriculum creator, 
found lots of large basalt stones and creative ways 
to get computers to talk to each other. If you 
asked Jim Rogers about the most significant find, 
he would laugh and maybe, just maybe, he would 
tell you about the "ancient" candy bar wrapper he 
found. Brian Roemen, a student from CSP "found 
that Israel is, along with its stunning beauty and 
religious significance, an ordinary place. This 
`discovery' helped me to understand the fact that 
just as Jesus — God's son — dwelt in Israel, so can he 
dwell in 'ordinary' places like my own hometown 
today." 
And we all discovered the Holy Land, the land of 
Jesus. We walked on the dusty roads. We swam in 
the Sea of Galilee. And we discovered some of the 
forbears of the faith. 
I didn't find another tomb. I didn't find the 
Holy Grail, which we often joked about finding. 
I didn't find an oil lamp. And I didn't uncover an 
inscription in the mosaic floor. 
But . . . I discovered a new part of the world. I 
discovered people who experience love and pain. 
I discovered joy and celebration. I discovered 
brief segments of the past. I came face-to-face 
with and contemplated the forbearers of the faith. 
I discovered and I became a part of Hippos history. 
I walked the streets of Hippos. And I left my 
footprints in the dust up on that ancient city on a 
hill. 
By Jennifer J. Mills 
4:45 a.m. Parking lot. Bus. 
Can't think in complete sentences. 
It's too early. What have I gotten 
myself into? I have never been 
awake this early. I have stayed 
up until this early, but that was 
in college. It was the first day 
of the third season of digging at 
the Northeast Church Project at 
Hippos in Israel, and it was time 
to leave. 
All the volunteers, drunk with 
sleepiness, pile onto the bus, which 
takes us to the base of Hippos. 
We unload the bus and begin the 
one km trek up the hill to our dig 
site. I km allows time for all the 
volunteers to wake up and allows 
time for contemplation about what 
today will bring. (After many 
trips up that hill I've decided that 
all people — especially Americans 
— should have to walk 1 kin, in 
silence, to their job). 
When we reached our dig site, 
I breathed in the air of today and 
looked at the land of hundreds of 
years. As I surveyed the dig site, I 
couldn't help but survey our team: 
three pastors, two teachers, two 
students, two writers, one pastor's 
wife and one retired soil scientist. 
Sounds like a pretty rag-tag team 
to me. But I guess that's ok . . 
. God's been doing good things 
through rag-tag people for a long 
time — just look 
at the disciples. 
When our work 
in the field was 
done, our work 
in the virtual 
world had just 
begun. From the 
beginning of the 
2004 dig season, 
the Virtual Dig 
seemed like the 
wild card. Dr. 
Schuler's self- 
titled "crazy" idea was to stay 
in contact with more than 1,000 
junior high students via the World 
Wide Web at www.virtualdig.org . 
The website would provide daily 
news updates, pictures, movies, 
maps, and opportunities for 
students, parents and the general 
public to write in with questions 
or comments. 
A trial run, simulating the 
technology 
situation and 
procedures 
the team 
would use in 
Israel, was 
conducted two 
weeks before 
take-off. The 
virtual 	dig 
allowed 	for 
an 	ongoing 
conversation 
between 
the 	team 
and 	curious 
junior 	high 
students. The 
immediacy 
was one of the many strengths 
of the virtual dig. "Each day 
there was something new and the 
kids learned along with us," Dr. 
Schuler said. 
The innovative virtual dig 
specifically 
helped the 
participating 
school children to 
reach out and "get 
dirty" in the world 
of archaeology. 
Yvonne, 	a 
junior 	high 
student from St. 
Peter's Lutheran 
School in Edina, 
Minn., learned 
"archeology isn't 
just about digging 
up bones and 
pottery [and] that 
college professors 
are not the only 
people on an 
archeological 
dig." 
The Virtual Dig 
was a success. 
Technology 	of 
the 	twenty-first 
century connected 
more than 1,000 
junior high 
students, families 
and the public to 
thousand-year-
old artifacts half a 
world away. 
From the 
moment our boots tromped on 
dusty roads, everybody on the 
team 	wanted 
  to discover 
something 
when they were 
at the dig site. 
Boy, were we 
in for a surprise. 
One of the first 
things my team 
members and 
I discovered 
were muscles 
we never knew 
existed! 	In 
truth, every day was a discovery. 
It was almost incomprehensible 
to think that hundreds of years 
ago, people walked where I was 
walking and lived in a thriving 
city that the volunteers were 
working to uncover. 
So, what were the most significant 
finds? Well, I think it depends 
on whom you ask. If you asked 
Dr. Schuler or Glenn Borchers, 
who spent 
three weeks 
excavating 
the 	bones 
from 	the 
cist 	tomb, 
they would 
probably say 
finding the 
two "extra" 
skulls. If you 
asked Jim 
and Karen 
Laatsch they 
might 	tell 
you 	about 
the 	double 
layer 	of 
mosaic floor 
they found in the nave of the 
little church. If you asked Ben 
Carnehl, a history student from 
Concordia River Forest, he would 
probably say the piece of chancel 
screen he found on its way to the 
"From the moment 
our boots tromped 
on dusty roads, 
everybody on the 
team wanted to 
discover something 
when they were at 
the dig site." 
- Jennifer Mills 
"I found that Israel is, 
along with its stunning 
beauty and religious 
significance, an ordinary 
place. This 'discovery' 
helped me to understand 
the fact that just as 
Jesus — God's son — 
dwelt in Israel, so can he 
dwell in 'ordinary' places 
like my own 
hometown today." 
- Brian Roemen 
Photo by Ben Fink 
CMS will be taking students to Kazakhstan in January. From right to left: Abby Fink, Aaron Gehrke, Rachel Miller, Bob 
Hoffman, Ashley Stabb, and Greg Holz (not pictured: Tara Coy and Luke Schroeder). 
Photo by Arron Gehrke 
Some students will be traveling with CMS to El Paso, Texas and on to Mexico during winter break in January. From right 
to left: Tara Johnson, Alyssa Kontak, Matt Griegentrog, Cameron Heiliger, Lindsay Hargens, Abby Gimbel, Jake B iorkhus, 
and Kristen Kontak (not pictured: Aaron Cawthorn, Devin Gallison, Rebekah Horn, and Megan Huff). on) 
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We're Passionate Abou 
Future in Natural Hea 
"Our dynamic, ever-evolving curriculum poises us on the forefront of natural 
 health care education in which patient-centered care, best practices, c linical  
relevancy, and business acumen are interwoven to insure the success of 
our graduates.► 
— Rob Scott, DC,'Dean of Northwestern College of Chiroprocbc 
"I realized that Northwestern would truly allow me to develop into lie best 
4 c.) 	 ti 
leader and doctor that I can be Here I have the opportunity to learn how to 
ruly are for the entire patient: ' 	 , it x 
— Brad Woodle, chiropractic student 
NORTHWESTERN 
HEALTH SCIENCES UNIVERSITY 
2501 West 84th Street, Bloomington, MN 55431 
(952) 888-4777, ext. 409 • www.nwhealth.edu  
CMS: Taking the Gospel of Jesus to the World 
Kontak, a junior at CSP, will be 
traveling to El Paso; she is the 
student leader for the stateside 
group. Kontak has been very 
involved in CMS during her years 
at CSP. Last year, she traveled 
overseas to Thailand with CMS. 
"I have always wanted to go on 
a trip to Mexico...On this trip we 
will be doing projects, in contrast 
to what we did in Thailand when 
we mostly worked with people," 
Kontak said. 
The other CMS group, comprised 
of eight students, will travel with 
Professor Mueller and his wife, 
Joy, to Almaty, Kazakhstan. 
They will work alongside Kim 
Acton, a Concordia University 
Director of Christian Outreach 
intern, who is serving in Almaty. 
The group plans to work with the 
Lamb of God Lutheran Church in 
Almaty in developing a quality 
youth program by developing 
relationships with youth in 
the public schools by teaching 
English. The youth will also be 
invited to attend the events that 
the CMS team will prepare at 
the church. CMS will also assist 
the adult leaders that are already 
working in Almaty to help instruct 
them to better their youth-focused 
programs. 
Presently, the groups are 
brainstorming how they will 
present the Gospel to the people 
they will touch; they are also 
doing a lot of fundraising. There 
is still a lot of work to do before 
the trips, but CMS President Greg 
Holz feels that the trip planning 
is going well. "It's cool this year 
because we're actually able to 
meet and plan a lot of stuff before 
we go. In the past we've arranged 
for our sites and not really met 
until the night before leaving," 
Holz commented. 
As of now, both groups wait 
in anticipation for January when 
they will embark on the calls that 
God has placed in their lives. 
By Aaron Gehrke 
"Here am I! Send me!" This 
well-known Bible passage 
from Isaiah 6:8 is often used in 
reference to mission work. This 
year, it serves as the theme verse 
for the the Concordia Mission 
Society (CMS). 
According to the mission 
statement, CMS, a CSP-
sponsored organization, functions 
to "provide Concordia students 
the opportunity to serve through 
mission work in proclaiming the 
good news of Jesus Christ on the 
campus of Concordia University, 
in the community, and to the 
rest of God's people throughout 
the world." While CMS often 
takes part in local events such 
as Reverse Trick or Treating, the 
group is also active throughout 
the world. 
Every year, CMS sends 
"missionaries" on two different 
trips during the last two weeks 
of Christmas break. Typically, 
one group travels within the 
United States, and the other group 
journeys overseas. This January, 
Winter 
By Michelle Wegner 
It's among what The New York 
Times called "five of the most 
glorious galleries on earth." On 
Dec. 10, the doors will only be 
open to Concordia University 
students. 
Winter Formal takes a step 
up in location this year, as it 
is to be held at the Frederick 
R. Weisman Art Museum. The 
Weisman Museum is located on 
the East Bank of the University 
of Minnesota, overlooking the 
Mississippi River. Jodi Beck, 
Social Chair of the Concordia 
Activities Board, stated, "We 
hope having Winter Formal at 
the Weisman will draw more 
people in. This year there will be 
more to do than just dance. The 
galleries will be open for students 
to see." The current exhibits at 
the Weisman include "Chicano 
Visions" and "Highlights Under  
the stateside trip will take place in 
El Paso, Texas, and the overseas 
team will venture to Almaty, 
Kazakhstan. 
In El Paso, the group of 12 
students will work with the 
Ysleta Lutheran Mission. The 
Ysleta Mission, according to 
their website (www.ylm.org), 
is a "faith-based, non-profit 
organization and LCMS church 
congregation." The CMS group 
will be working on building 
projects and repairs on the 4.2-
acre Ysleta campus. Ysleta is 
located only one mile from the 
Mexico border, so there is a very 
active mission with the Mexican 
people. The CMS group plans 
to cross the border and work at 
churches, clinics, and on house 
construction, while building 
relationships with the people at 
Ysleta and all with whom they 
come into contact. 
The CMS team going to Ysleta 
will not be traveling with a 
faculty adviser, but Professor 
Paul Mueller is assisting them in 
their trip preparations. Kristen 
Formal 
Skylights." 
To add to the elegance, a 
dessert table will be available 
with selections from top Twin 
Cities' dessert locations such as 
Café Latte and D'Amico & Sons, 
served by Concordia faculty and 
staff. 
Winter Formal is Friday, Dec. 10 
from "8 - p.m. to midnight. Tickets 
will be cni rsale~ iii the tunnel 
through Dec. 10. Prices are $12 
for singles and $20 for couples, 
but tickets available at the door 
will be more expensive. The 
Weisman Museum is a short drive, 
located just off of1-94. Directions 
to the museum are on the back 
of the tickets. The museum also 
has a private parking ramp with 
a flat rate of $5 for the evening. 
For more information about the 
museum or current exhibits check 
out wvvw.weisman.umn.edu .- 
Please pray for those who are currently serving: 
01 	DCO interns: 
Kim Acton, Kazakhstan 
Abby Dawkins, Chiclayo, Peru 
Krista Krenzke, Slovakia 
Kristina Lorfeld, St. Paul Lutheran Church in Chicago, IL 
Bethany Paulus, Japan 
Master of Christian Outreach interns seeking certification as DCOs: 
Ann Dennis, Good Shepherd Lutheran, Lansing, MI 
Sue Hewitt, Urban Outreach Specialist, St. Louis, MO 
Tina Jasion, Dual Parish Outreach, Baltimore, MD 
Tara Mulder, Lutheran Hour Ministries, St. Louis 
Sue Roberts, Multi-point Consultation, Salt Lake City, UT 
Pam Tacquard, Zion Lutheran, Fairbanks, AK 
DCO field work participants: 
Virginia Frangenberg, St. Stephanus Lutheran Church, St. Paul, MN 
Erin Ramsey, St. Stephanus Lutheran Church, St. Paul, MN 
Abby Gimbel, Redeemer Lutheran, Robbinsdale, MN 
Marcus Huff and Sue Krass, Trinity First Lutheran, Minneapolis, MN 
Luke Schroeder, Jehovah Lutheran, St. Paul, MN 
Directors of Christian Outreach Serve the World 
By Abby Gimbel 
In the world today, two out of 
three people die without Christ. 
New generations are growing 
up in a society where, every 
day, church is becoming more 
and more foreign. The world 
is screaming for someone to 
reach out to the lost. A Christian 
Outreach program focuses on just 
that—the lost who need Christ. 
Concordia, St. Paul, is the only 
school in the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod's Concordia 
System that offers the Director 
of Christian Outreach (DCO) 
certification. According to the 
Master of Outreach (MACO) 
program facilitator and Concordia 
student Andrea Herman, "the 
DCO program offers students 
l '1By Gwen Labovitch  
His footsteps were slow upon 
the dusty ground, so not to 
add bumps to the path he was 
walking. His hands were clasped 
tightly around the rope he used 
to pull the camel that held all his 
possessions. Dramatic changes 
had taken place within the last 
nine months that left him stunned 
and bewildered. Joseph glanced 
up at the woman, his wife, who 
was melting under the hot sun. To 
look at his wife brought a smile to 
his lips. But, it disappeared as his 
eyes rested on 
her 	pregnant 
stomach. Who 
was this child 
growing within 
her womb? The 
baby wasn't 
his—that was 
for sure—but 
could it really 
be the Son of 
God? Nine 
months prior, 
Joseph had been 
an ordinary man 
who loved his 
carpenter, 
engaged to a woman who was 
of good character,, and a devoted 
Jewish man Who feared and 
respected God. His life wasn't 
perfect, but it wasn't terrible 
either. His life , was merely his 
own, or at least . thought it was, 
until this child haaappealtii. 
This journey to Bethlehem was 
only one of many adventures. 
Eventually, Joseph and his family 
were able to settle down in a 
town called Nazareth. Although 
Joseph's exact thoughts and 
feelings are unknown; a 'question 
he may have had is one we still 
ask today: what part did Joseph 
play within the Christmas story? 
The Bible reveals some of this 
mystery to us in Matthew 2:13: 
"When they had gone, an angel  
unique opportunities that they 
cannot find anywhere else." 
Although the DCO program is 
relatively new, it continues to 
thrive in its early stages. 
As the title suggests, a Director 
of Christian Outreach directs 
Christian outreach. This means 
that a DCO focuses on reaching 
out and directing people to Christ. 
This reaching out can be very 
broad, and the possibilities within 
the DCO program are endless. 
Some DCOs reach out to people 
within rural, urban, or suburban 
areas throughout America, where 
there are so many people who are 
empty and need Jesus Christ to 
fill the void in their lives. DCOs 
have a desire to work to build 
relationships with people and 
of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
within a dream. 'Get up,' he said, 
`take this child and his mother and 
escape to Egypt. Stay there until 
I tell you, for Herod is going to 
search for the child to kill him. 
Guided by divine dreams, the 
Lord guiding him each step of the 
way, Joseph followed the Lord in 
faith, knowing that God's purpose 
was greater than Joseph realized. 
Joseph's act of faithfulness kept 
his family safe from all harm 
and danger, and in the journey 
to Bethlehem, Joseph fulfilled an 
ancient Jewish 
prophecy. He 
probably didn't 
even know it. 
Jesus was in 
that manger 
and, later, on 
the cross to 
fulfill the act 
that saved us 
from all sin. 
Joseph was one 
of the people 
God used to 
help complete 
this plan. 
We, in this 
life, are often 
confused and uncertain of God's 
plan and our role within it. With 
finals and papers ahead,‘ there is 
a sense of disorganization and 
doubt that seems to cloud our 
minds, causing unto wonder if We 
are part of the story at all. But, 
we are just as important- as the 
one who bore the child, for, like 
Joseph, we, trust - Got;. ; owing 
his nature is—revealed through 
Jesus Christ and his death on the 
cross. His plan is greater than we 
know and fulfills more, than we 
thought pOsSible. ThiS Christmas; 
remember that each character in 
these events plays a part in_God's 
mission to redeem all nations. 
And you, as his child, also have a 
part within this story:  
those who do 
not know the 
love of Christ. 
Others work in 
urban settings, 
reaching past 
cultural barriers 
to share the 
message of 
Christ, which 
can transcend culture gaps. DCOs 
often work within churches, 
motivating church leaders, lay 
people, and congregations toward 
outreach and in sharing the Gospel 
message. 
However, DCOs reach out 
beyond American borders; 
they also reach out to people 
throughout the entire 
world. To a DCO, 
the mission field 
is infinite. Many 
DCO students on 
Concordia's campus 
have hopes of going 
overseas to share the 
message of Christ to 
un-reached people 
around the world. 
Currently, there are 
five CSP DCOs on 
internship overseas, 
sharing the message 
of the Savior to those 
around the world. 
There are so many 
people all over the 
world who have not 
even heard of Christ, 
By Greg Holz 
Hanukkah is an important and 
serious festival for the Jewish 
people, even though Hanukkah is 
merely one festival amidst seven 
others. In fact, it is both the 
most recent addition to the list of 
Jewish festivals, and it is also the 
least important of their festivals. 
Hanukkah is also known as 
the Festival of Lights. Its origin 
dates back to a time just before 
the ,birth of Jesus. After the 
death of Alexander the Great, 
one of Alexander's generals 
became ruler of the region 
and oppressed the Jews. He 
desecrated the holy temple 
in Jerusalem by turning it 
into a Greek temple and 
did many unacceptable 
things. Outraged by these 
actions, Judas 'Maceitbee 
and his companions incited 
a rebellion against the 
Hellenistic, or Greek, 
rulers. Eventually, the revolution 
succeeded; "'and the Jews 
rededicated the temple. 
JeWish tradition dictates that, 
at the time of the rededication, 
there was only a small amount 
of oil that was left undefiled by 
the Greeks. The oil was used to 
fuel the menorah in the temple; 
the menorah was intended to 
burn throughout the night, every 
night. However, there was only  
go in 
Yet, 
some 
common tasks 
that 	many 
DCOs 	may 
unde rtake 
during their 
career. Many 
DCOs work 
on planting 
new churches, 
whether it 
is in America, or in far-away 
lands overseas. DCOs work 
to build up the churches and, 
ultimately, to share the message 
of Christ to people. DCOs help 
congregations and people form 
mission statements and visions for 
reaching the lost. With a vision, 
people can have a goal for which 
enough oil to make it through a 
single night. Miraculously, the 
oil burned for eight days while a 
fresh supply of oil was prepared. 
To commemorate this miracle, 
the Jews declared an eight-day 
festival. The festival was to 
commemorate the miracle of 
the oil, not the victory over the 
Greeks. The Jewish custom does 
not glgrify war. 
There are a few traditions that 
accompany the festival. The most 
familiar of the traditions is the 
menorah. The menorah's eight 
candles represent the eight days 
that the oil burned. It also has 
a ninth candle called a shamus, 
or servant, for lighting the other 
candles. On the first night, one 
candle is placed to the far right. 
The shamus candle is lit, and three 
berakhot (blessings) are recited. 
After the recitations, the candle 
is lit, burning for a minimum of 
thirty minutes. Each night this 
to strive and are much more likely 
to achieve that goal. DCOs also 
work in cross-cultural contexts, 
bringing the message of Christ 
to those who are of a completely 
different culture. DCOs can also 
follow the route of becoming 
Bible translators or literacy 
workers, making it possible for 
people of little-known languages 
to be able to read and understand 
the message of God's Word, the 
Bible. Some languages don't 
even have written texts, so DCOs 
may work to first create a written 
system and then use that text to 
write the message of the Bible in 
the language. 
Overall, the DCO program 
is unique and distinct. DCOs 
love people, love to tell others 
about Jesus, love their Lord and 
Savior, and desire to serve God in 
outreach ministry. 
routine is repeated, as candles are 
added and lit from right to left 
(like Hebrew writing). 
Another tradition includes eating 
fried food, another representation 
of the temple oil. Generally, the 
most traditional food to eat during 
Hanukkah would be the latke, 
something like a potato pancake. 
One more common custom 
during Hanukkah is playing with 
a dreidel. A dreidel is a toy top 
marked with Hebrew letters. 
Usually, people play for M&Ms, 
pennies, or other items that 
are not of significant value. 
One little known fact of 
Hanukkah is from where 
the tradition of gift giving 
comes. Giving gifts during 
Hanukkah was an imitation 
of Christmas gift giving, 
probably because the 
festival of Hanukkah is near 
Christmas. 
Since its humble beginnings, 
Hanukkah has spawned its own 
miniature industry, like Christmas. 
Celebrants can buy custom or 
themed menorahs, like Harry 
Potter menorahs, on the interne. 
They have their own collections 
of Hanukkah songs, and there is 
a special catalog available, filled 
with gift ideas. 
Hanukkah begins at sunset on 
'Dec. 7 and ends at sunset on Dec. 
15. 
`dril 1"4 31th Christmas Devotion: 
, t6w You Are a Part of the Story 
"We, in this life, are 
often confused and 
uncertain of God's plan 
and our role within it. 
With finals and papers 
ahead, there is a sense 
of disorganization and 
doubt that seems to 
cloud our minds, causing 
us to wonder if we are 
part of the story at all." 
-Gwen Labovitch 
trade as a simple 	 
to share the amazing message and DCOs can help make Jesus 
of Christ and his love with all known in the un-reached areas. 
people. Many DCOs work within 	The DCO program can 
churches, encouraging people many different directions. 
to reach out to 	 there are 
"The DCO program 
offers students 
unique opportunities 
that they cannot find 
anywhere else." 
- Andrea Herman 
Hanukkah Commemorates Miracle 
"Hanukkah is an important 
and serious festival for the 
Jewish people...it is the most 
recent addition to the 
list of Jewish festivals," 
- Greg Holz 
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Photo by Ben Fink 
The Electric Fetus is located on the corner of Franklin Ave. and 4th Ave. just south of Minneapolis. 
Paying for college 
has never been easier. 
that's where UPS lends a hand, with money for my 
education, plus good pay and other benefits, including a 
schedule that his my classes. 
PART-TIME 
PACKAGE HANDLERS 
S850-59,50,/hr plus benefits 
(Medical/Dental/Vision/tile Er 401K) 
Paid Vacations 
Weekends b Holidays Off 
Consistent Work Schedules 
Available Shifts: 
Night (Sun-Thor 1030pm-3am) 
Sunrise (Mon-Fri 3am-Sam) 
Twilight (Mon-Fri 5pm-9pm) 
Must be availably J113 days. 
Start b end limes may vary. 
UPS Minneapolis Facility 
3312 Broadway St NE 
to inquire about part-time job opportunities, 
please contact Nick at: 
612-379-6574 ext. 7117 
The UPS 
EARNme 
LEARN' 
Program 
Get as much as 
$ 5,000*/year 
in College 
Education 
Assistance! 
www.upsjobsicom 
- Program guiiichnes apply 
(gull Opportunity Employe( 
Holiday Shoppers Find Unique Sanctuaries 
Center, eclipsed by the scents 
of Chipotle and the myriad of 
lotions and perfumed soaps at the 
Garden of Eden, is a shop called 
Ten Thousand Villages. This 
store, billed as a "nonprofit store 
featuring fairly traded handicrafts 
from around the world," appeals 
to those with environmental and 
humanitarian concerns. Funds 
from the sale of a finger puppet 
from Peru or a musical instrument 
from Cameroon benefit native 
workers. The store offers many 
gift possibilities—baskets, 
jewelry, rugs, toys, and fair trade 
coffee—and many items are 
priced surprisingly low. 
Further toward downtown St. 
Paul, situated below the brick 
apartments on the corner of Selby 
Ave. and Mackubin St., is the 
Savvy Host. The Savvy Host 
claims that "any occasion can be 
unique," so to find a gift for those 
who live (or like) to entertain 
(even just themselves), this is 
an essential stop. An array of 
glassware, napkins and invitations, 
cookbooks, uncommon 
ingredients and garnishes, and 
kitchen paraphernalia (such as 
measuring spoons for smidgen, 
pinch, and dash) occupies the 
ground floor and basement of 
this cozy store. Items that don't 
require a kitchen include kits, 
from hot stone massage to belly 
dancing, for under $10, and a 
certain practical paperback, "The 
Family Gathering Survival Plan." 
By Abby Gimbel 
It is getting cold out Ice cold. 
It's not just time to bust out the 
mittens and hats, but also the 
ice skates. That's right; nothing 
defines winter better than a great 
skate. There are rinks all over 
$t. Paul, but many cost money. 
One ice rink is free and, under 
the moon, it is quite a romantic 
setting to smoothly glide across 
the ice with your friends . . or 
your special someone (like your 
mom). 
Centennial Lakes, located in 
Edina, is the perfect outdoor rink 
to go skating. It is a 10-acre lake 
that is groomed daily to provide 
a superb surface for skaters. The 
lovely scenery around Centennial 
Lakes includes three main ponds 
connected by a number of narrow, 
meandering canals. 
It often seems that in the frigidity 
of winter, people would want to 
steer clear of anything that could 
make them colder. Luckily, 
Centennial Lakes has a warm, 
cozy spot for those times when 
the weather gets too cold for the 
body to bear a warming house 
for those frozen little toes and 
icicle-fingers to thaw out There 
is an inside and outside fireplace 
to warm up the frozen bodies, 
The warming house also has a 
concession stand that features 
• 
Meander to Minneapolis, and 
the Electric Fetus, at Franklin 
Ave. and 4 111 Ave. So., offers 
many options for music lovers 
on anyone's list. Shiny wooden 
floorboards squeak steadily as 
shoppers wander among local 
music, used CDs, rock and pop, 
vinyl, and a large jazz section. 
The holiday music section, 
adorned with a string of miniature 
lights, contains such classics as 
the Carpenters, Elvis, and "A 
Charlie Brown Christmas," as 
well as treasures like "Christmas 
with the Chipmunks," Ringo 
Starr's holiday album, and the 
compilation "Yule Be-Boppin." 
The front of the store has a 
plethora of other gift ideas, such 
as action figures for $8-9. Not 
Ninja Turtles, Batman, or even 
Gollum; instead, choose from 
Albert Einstein, Sigmund Freud 
and William Shakespeare (who 
even comes with a quill pen and 
book), among others. 
The days until the big day 
are dwindling, but finding the 
right gifts doesn't have to mean 
conflict with the other last-minute 
shoppers at teeming department 
stores. 
Ten Thousand Villages is 
open from 10-8 weekdays, 10-6 
Saturday; the Savvy Host is open 
10:30-7 Tues.-Thu., 10-7:30 Fri.-
Sat., and 10-5 Sun.; The Electric 
Fetus is open 10-9 Mon.-Fri, 10-8 
Sat., and 11-6 Sun. 
delectable treats: hot chocolate, 
popcorn, hot dogs, chips, and 
candy. 
Feeling the fresh breeze on 
your face is definitely a nice 
break from the stale air and the 
old books of the library. Ice 
skating truly is a good way to 
get a breather from the inside of 
the all-too-familiar dorm room, 
If a person has his or her own 
skates, admission at Centennial 
Lakes is free. For those without 
their own equipment, skate rental 
costs about $4 a pair. There are 
also rental sleds available for $5, 
in case someone has a suddeti 
urge to ride the snow slopes; 
Concession stand and skate rental 
hours are usually from 4-.9:30 
p.m., and open-skating times are 
usually from around 10 a.m. to 
about 9:30 p.m. Glide on over to 
Centennial Lakes, located at 7499 
France Ave. S., to enjoy a time of 
fresh air and fun on the ice. 
Centennial Lakes 
Edina 
The rink is typically open 
from mid-December 
through mid-Febuary, 
depending upon 64'4 
the weather. 
Pleatia call 952-832-6780 
for updates. 
By Lindsay Hartleben 
The horrors of holiday shopping 
began months ago. The Christmas 
decorations crept into the crowded 
malls before Halloween. Since 
then, cheery Christmas tunes 
pump out of speakers as teens 
with too much money to spend 
and overworked moms hustle 
from store to store to buy all the 
same "hot" items for friends and 
family. Why bother with that 
ugly mess: the long lines, the 
items out of stock, and the tired 
and irritable salespeople? Here 
are some suggestions for places 
to find a bit of room to breathe 
while searching for a unique gift 
for that person who has it all, has 
one-of-a-kind taste, or simply 
does not want a new American 
Eagle sweater. 
Tucked in Grand Avenue's 
Victoria 	Crossing 	Shopping 
Ice Cold 
Cheap Thrills 
You should not feel at all 
concerned about your maturity 
level. Some people just collect 
things, and they find enjoyment 
and comfort in their collections. 
If your passion and love is really 
moose, then I suggest you just 
keep collecting. 
If your moose collection does 
start to overtake your life, it may 
be time to rethink the moose 
obsession. For example, if 
you can't find any space to put 
necessary things in your room, 
like clothes, a bed, or a desk, then 
you may want to cut down on 
your collection. If you are penny- 
alone in your 
collection, I recommend starting 
a group on campus. You could 
call it "Concordia Campus 
Collectors." 
Sincerely, 
M 
Do YOU need 
ADVICE? 
Send your questions 
to: sword@csp.edu  
Subject Line: 
`Answers According 
to M' 
Answers According to M 
Dear M, 
Afew years ago, I was backpacking 
in Colorado and saw a moose in 
the wild. Ever since then 1 have 
collected different moose things: 
stuffed  animals, ornaments, etc. 
I have not found any other avid 
moose lovers, and I feel alone 
in my collection journey. Are 
you a moose lover; M? Do you 
think it is O.K. to be 
21 years old and still 
collect things, such 
as moose items? I 
am concerned about 
my maturity level as 
well as my aloneness 
in this very important 
part of my life. What 
do you recommend I 
do? 
Thanks for listening, 
— Moose Lover 
rnol 
5 
Deaf"IsAdose Lover, 
Though you may feel alone 
collecting moose, you should not 
feel alone in collecting things. I 
know many people who collect 
things as a hobby. My sister-in-
law buys anything with cows on 
it. I know people on campus who 
have rooms overflowing with 
dolphins and flamingoes. After 
one impulse buy of a moose item, 
you may have been roped into 
collecting and have been plagued 
with moose gifts for every major 
holiday since. 
Homelessness: 
Where Do We Go From Here? 
Photo by Debra Beilke 
From left to right: George Terrell, Mike Davey, Lonte Hill, and Dana Zwetow discuss the fight against homelessness in 
our community. 
The overwhelming responSe to homelessness has been widespread desire to learn more 
about the issues and about ways we can address them as students and educators through 
educating ourselves, volunteering, service-learning, and activism! 
So where do we go from here? Here are a few ideas (stay tuned for further details in upcoming 
bulletins and updates — or contact Meghan Paul-Oook directly for more inforMation): 
1. Friday, Dec. 10, HousingMinnesota will be holding their ,"Homes for All Convention 
on Concordia's campus — please welcome warmly the attendees that day and contact 
Meghan Paul-Cook for information,on how to attend or volunteer yourself. 
. Attend the 20th annual "Homeless Memorial March and Service" — Thursday, Dec. 16. 
. 'Lobby at the State Capitol with HousingMinnesota (www.housingminnesota.org ) and the 
Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless (www.mnhomelesscoalition.org ) in March. 
4. Stay tUhed,for information abouts possible upcpming tour of homeless shelters in the 
1.0817141kfritidia qlzio 	. 
5. This holiday scot  son, make a donation:in honor of-your friends and family; in-lieu of a gift.  
The Career Column: 
IRS Revenue Agent 
This article is part of the Sword's continuing series on career choices. 
This issue, the focus is' on the job of an Internal Revenue Service 
(I.R.S.) Revenue Agent. Readers who would like to suggest that the 
paper cover a particular job in the future are encouraged to contact 
Eric Cannedy at cannedye@csp.edu . 
By Alissa Kness 
Katie Messer, 2003 Concordia 
graduate, now an Internal Revenue 
Service (I.R.S.) Revenue Agent, 
spoke to Dr. Wilber Thomas' 
Federal Income Tax class on Nov. 
19. Messer has been working 
with the Small Business Self-
Employed division of the I. R. S. 
for the past year. 
As a revenue agent, she 
examines people's filed taxes. The 
companies that 
Messer looks 	  
at are either 	"I have to be prepared 	in which she 
randomly 	for anything. This is 	didn't 	feel 
selected 	or safe. a challenge, but it also 
they 	draw 	 A job with 
attention by 	makes my job more the I. R. S, 
being above 	interesting...People 	offers many 
or 	below 	don't like to meet with 	opportunities. 
the 	national "You 	can a revenue agent, 
average. 	 apply for any and some get very Examining position and 
these 	taxes 	defensive, they often 	they will train 
involves 	aren't happy to see us." 	you," Messer 
calling 	the - Katie Messer 	said, noting 
taxpayer, 	  that 	though 
setting 	up she currently 
an interview with the taxpayer, works in the Small Business Self 
looking at the books and records Employed division, a common 
to determine the adjustments, choice for those who have just 
preparing the report, and closing started in the profession, she 
the case. The auditor examines will spend three weeks in Dallas 
the gross receipts in order to find training in corporate law. 
possible underreported income. 	The requirements for being an I. 
Sometimes, this underreported R. S. revenue agent include having 
income is deliberate, but other a BA or higher in accounting and 
times it is not. "Many people 30 hours of accounting hours, but 
don't have knowledge of the tax no other experience is necessary. 
laws," Messer says. "It is not All applications are done online. 
always intentional." 	 Messer emphasizes that now 
If the taxpayer disagrees with is a really good time to get into 
Messer's analysis of his or her the I.R.S. They are looking for 
taxes, then Messer has to do new people; many employee§ 
more work. She has to research will be retiring soon, so higher 
the law and go 	 positions will be 
over her argument open." There are 
again, restating 	"The job of a 	locations all over 
her conclusion, 	revenue agent 	the United Statesi 
She also has to 	is very difficult to 	three in Minnesota 
look up court alone. 	They get and it carries cases to support 	 begin accepting 
her position. In 	a lot of prestige, 	applications 	in 
the past year, 	both in and outside 	January 	2005, 
Messer has only 	the government." 	hiring for May 
had one case - Professor Wilbur 2005, and one can 
that was closed 	Thomas 	apply at www.irs, "disagreed." The  gov. 
case will then go 	 I.R.S. agents like 
Messer have an extremely high 
reputation; it is a prestigious job, 
The road to an I.R.S. Revenue 
Agent is a long process but it is 
worth it. "The job of a revenue 
agent is very difficult to get and it 
carries a lot ofprestige, both in and 
outside the government," Thomas 
said. Messer's final words of 
advice to anyone considering 
this career: "It is definitely 
not a regular accounting job. . . 
You have to be prepared to put 
yourself out there and tell people 
what they are doing wrong.. It is 
challenging, but rewarding; 'it's -a 
great experience." 
I am not a moose lover, but 
when I was young I collected 
rocks. They did not even have 
to be special; I picked them up 
everywhere. I finally got rid of my 
rock collection some years ago. 
It was a step that I took because 
I decided that my rock collection 
was no longer an integral part of 
my life. 
pinching for a whole month, just 
so you have enough money to 
buy the newest limited-edition 
moose, then it may be a harmful 
obsession. 
A collection that becomes 
obsessive is not necessarily 
good. If you feel your collection 
has taken this nasty turn, I 
recommend cutting back slowly. 
You could stop 
	 buying one month, 
"Do you think it is O.K. to be 21 years 
old and still collect things, such as moose 
items? I am concerned about my maturity 
level as well as my aloneness in this 
very important part of my life." 
- Moose Lover 
get rid of two 
the next month, 
etc. Keeping 
some sentimental 
favorites 	from 
your 	collection 
might help you 
kick the habit. 
If you still feel 
 
Messer points out that it is het 
favorite aspect, "even if people 
don't like to see me." Since she 
often meets with taxpayers in their 
own homes, she has to be aware 
of her surroundings. "I have to 
use my own judgment to make 
sure it's safe." If she chooses, she 
can request that a C.I.A. agent 
accompany her on the visit, but 
in the past year Messer has never 
encountered 
a 	situation 
to appeals, and 
she may or may not ever hear 
how it is resolved. 
Being a revenue agent can be 
challenging. "I have to be prepared 
for anything," Messer said. 
"This is a challenge, but it also 
makes my job more interesting." 
Researching tax laws can be very 
time-consuming and difficult. 
One of the hardest aspects of the 
job is meeting the negative views 
people have. "People don't like 
to meet with a revenue agent, 
and some get very defensive... 
they often aren't happy to • See 
us," she said. Although this is 
a challenging part of the job, 
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Poets Preform at Loft Literary Center Hey, it Beats Studying 
"The SpongeBob SquarePants Movie" 
By Alissa Kness 
The Loft Literary Center, located 
in the Open Book building at 1011 
Washington Ave. S, Minneapolis, 
always has a variety of literary 
activities going on. On Sat., Nov. 
6, the Loft held a spoken-word 
event spotlighting the work of 
seven poets. Five of these poets 
were Twin Cities locals, and  
the other two, Danny Solis and 
Laura Piece Kelley, are nationally 
renowned. 
The artists took turns delivering 
their poetry at the microphone. 
Some of them delivered just one 
poem, whereas other delivered 
more; everyone delivered poetry 
that was dear to them and to which 
they were emotionally attached. 
Especially touching was the 
second speaker, Mooks, who 
delivered a love poem. At the 
end of the poem, the emotional 
attachment Mooks felt to the 
poem escalated, and she returned 
to her seat in tears. 
Nationally known Solis, "one of 
the most respected and beloved 
artists in the spoken word 
community," also took the stage. 
According to the event brochure, 
Solis was described in "The 
Austin Chronicles" as a "fearless 
presence, with a dedication 
that treats poetry as something 
surpassing mere entertainment." 
In addition, the final artist, Kelley, 
delivered an especially touching 
poem entitled "Gray." Kelley, a 
nationally renowned Seattle artist, 
has "literally wrecked shop" 
with such artists as The Roots, 
Common, and Salt and Pepa. In 
"Gray," she discusses skin colors, 
saying, "I live gray; between 
black and white is gray...In 
unison they say to one another, 
`you hate me because you're not 
me,' and then there's me the gray 
one, who lives in a world between 
black and white... What better 
way for me to be than gray?" Her 
CD, featuring "Gray" and other 
poems, some set to music, was 
available for purchase after 
the event. 
Between performances, 
DJ Thuyet Nguyen set the 
mood for the evening by 
playing music. It was a very 
educational atmosphere, 
and one in which freedom 
of speech was definitely 
allowed. 
By Morgan McLaughlin 
The day that many parents may 
have feared has arrived: The 
SpongeBob SquarePants Movie 
has hit theaters across the country. 
So, what can parents, children, 
and those who are children at 
heart expect? For anyone who is 
not familiar with the SpongeBob 
craze, one of the most popular 
characters to ever hit children's 
television goes by the name 
of SpongeBob SquarePants. 
SpongeBob is a square yellow 
sponge that lives in a pineapple 
under the sea. SpongeBob has 
become so popular that there is 
currently a store at the Mall of 
America that is devoted solely to 
SpongeBob merchandise. 
The plot of the movie is fairly 
straight-forward, although the 
underlying theme may not be. 
The plot is as follows: an evil 
fast food owner (Plankton) has 
concocted a way to steal a rival 
fast food owner's (Mr. Krabs's) 
secret hamburger recipe. To 
do this, Plankton frames Mr. 
Krabs with a crime. To clear Mr. 
Krabs of this crime, SpongeBob 
and his best friend Patrick, a 
pink starfish, go on a road trip 
encountering a mercenary fish 
(Alec Baldwin), a number of 
monster fish, a "Cyclops," and 
David Hasselhoff. 
The underlying story of the 
SpongeBob movie is a little 
more complicated. The story is 
about an immature young man 
who gets his first taste of real 
disappointment. After coming 
to grips with his disappointment, 
the young man and his best friend  
go on a quest to save an innocent 
life and end up discovering a few 
things about themselves along the 
way. 
SpongeBob the movie is obviously 
targeting children, but this is not 
to say that the writers didn't think 
of the parents too. There are a 
few scenes during the movie that 
may have been put in just for 
parents, such as when SpongeBob 
turns into Jimmy Hendrix and 
uses his awesome guitar abilities 
to defeat the villain (Plankton), or 
when SpongeBob tries to drown 
his disappointment in ice cream 
sundaes, which is an obvious 
metaphor for overconsumption, 
and what comes as a result of it. 
When thinking about this movie, 
one must remember that it is 
designed with children in mind, 
so is The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie worth seeing? SpongeBob 
the movie will likely never win 
any kind of Oscar or Academy 
Award, but if there are any 
parents looking for a movie to see 
with their children, this is it. So, 
for a rating out of five stars, this 
children's movie receives four 
out of five stars. 
• • • • • • • 
• Reviews • 
• at a 	• 
• Glance: • 
Ray: 
4/5 stars 
• SpongeBob: • 
• 4/5 stars 	• 
• The Incredibles: • 4.5/5 stars • • • • • • • 
Fr.ee Upcoming 
December Loft Events: 
Dec. 8: Hmong Writers; 
Writing Group: 7 p.m. 
Dec. 9: Poetic Black Fusion 
For poets of African ancestry; 
Writing Group: 7 p.m. 
Dec. 11: "Polar Express" 
Talking Volumes Family Day 
Writing & Bookmaking Activities 
Based on Chris Van'Allsburg's Book: 9:30 a.m. 
Dec. 13: Advanced Chlidren's Fiction; 
Writing Group: 1 p.m. 
Dec. 14: Biographal & Historical Writing; 
Writing Group: 6:30 p.m. 
Dec. 17: Word Play Poetry; 
Writing Group: 5 p.m. 
• • 
Top 10 
You've . Been Studying Too Hard If..  
By Abby Fink 
10. You have drunk so much coffee that 
you have heart palpitations. 
9. Clean laundry? What clean laundry? 
8. You have started calling the library 'home." 
7. You have forgotten your roommate's name. 
6. Patches of your hair are missing. 
5. All the workers at Caribou know you 
by name (first middle, and last). 
4. You have started bringing a pillow and 
blanket with you to the library. 
3. You have forgotten how to work the remote for your TV 
2. You fell asleep studying and drooled so much 
on your computer that it shorted out. 
1. You've done so much homework, 
thatyou actually like it! 
	 J. !! 
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Kelsey Kyro and the Golden Bears go up strong against the UMD Bulldogs. 
Bears Volleyball Line Up One Last Time 
By Abby Fink 
On Saturday, Nov. 20, the 
Concordia University Golden 
Bears lined up against the 
University of Minnesota Duluth 
(UMD) Bulldogs for the last time 
this season. Unfortunately for 
CU Volleyball, it would be their 
last game of the season, as well. 
The Bulldogs, ranked number 
one in the North Central Region, 
put the number two-ranked Bears 
in the dog house on Saturday, 
overcoming CU in four games, 
30-18, 30-25, 27-30, 30-17. With 
the win, the Bulldogs advanced 
to the Division II National 
Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) Elite Eight Tournament, 
where the Bears placed second in 
2003. 
The Bears closed the season 
with a 32-3 overall record and a 
school-record 14-0 in the Northern 
Sun Intercollegiate Conference 
(NSIC), winning their second 
conference title for the second 
straight year. This season was 
filled with great achievements 
for CU, as many involved in the 
volleyball program earned honors. 
Coach Brady Starkey was named 
the NSIC Coach of the Year for 
the second year in a row. Ten team 
members were named to the 2004 
NSIC Fall All-Academic Team. 
Seniors Joy Wubben and Tia 
By Erin Jolie Thompson 
The cheer "Go Comets!" is 
merely a faint echo in the ears of 
those who attended athletic events 
at Concordia University just five 
years ago. Now, the cheer "Go 
Golden Bears!" is reverberating 
in the stadium, courts, and playing 
fields as the Concordia University 
athletes take center stage, making 
it on television, beating their 
opponents, and winning national 
titles. 
Five years ago, Concordia made 
a change in athletics, moving to 
play Division II in the Northern 
Sun Intercollegiate Conference. 
Barely a tiny dot on the map, 
Concordia University, St. Paul 
is now known nation-wide, 
partially due to the exposure that 
the phenomenal athletic , teams 
provide. 
David Herbster,  
Director, says, "ddistSflivision 
II was one of the best moves we 
could have made; we now have 
as an institution three sets of 
peer institutions: the Concordia 
University system, the Division 
II Northern Sun Conference, and 
all of the private schools in the 
Twin Cities. Who we interact 
with has expanded." According 
to Herbster, the positives for this 
move include increased athlete 
numbers, better retention of 
athletes, increased exposure for 
the university, and the opportunity 
to compete on • a more regional 
level. 
What about the negative side? 
Some have argued that too much 
scholarship money is going to 
athletes and too much of the 
university's money is going to 
Lindberg, junior Cailin Terhaar, Libero of the Year. Wubben, 
and sophomore Megan Graham Lindberg, Terhaar, and Olson 
were named to the all-NSIC first were named to the American 
team; junior Val Olson received Volleyball Coaches Association 
an honorable-mention. Along (AVCA) and Daktronics, Inc. All-
with Wubben's all-conference Region Team. 
achievement, she was named the 	The women have a lot to be 
2004 NSIC Player of the Year. proud of as they remember this 
Graham joined Wubben in her season. "Looking back on the 
special award as the 2004 NSIC season," said Graham, "we really 
the athletic programs. However, word out there and recruiting to 
of the 245 student athletes, the the local students is something 
average scholarship award is that will take time, but Concordia 
only about $3500, says Herbster. is headed in the right direction. 
In addition, about 6.5 percent of Ryan Freeberg, head coach of 
Concordia's operating budget the men's basketball team, agrees, 
goes to the athletic program, in "Some people don't realize we are 
comparison to the 53 percent Division II... it's a constant battle 
going to the academic programs. to get the total recognition, we 
Herbster also noted that teams deserve, but it's getting better." 
raise quite a bit of their own funds 	Freeberg, who played college 
as well. 	 basketball himself, says, "The 
Mark Mauer, the head football main thing that Division II offers 
coach, came to Concordia in April Concordia is a different brand 
2004 from New Mexico State. As of athletics. It's more enjoyable 
a coach in Division I previously, because I really like having the 
Mauer says the only differences opportunity to work with the 
in the two divisions are the student athletes and working with 
scholarship money, the talent, them year round. That makes 
and the depth. "Everything else for a better brand of basketball 
is the same: passion, competition, and helps me be a better coach 
move 'up to Division 11 - for athletes." 
schemes," he. say.. 	this 	helps the players be better 
According to the NCAA Concordia the football program, 
alongwitg ail . of the others, has • 7P 	 , 	. 	regu ations, Freeberg says that 
he can work with his athletes 20 the ability to give scholarships 
and be more competitive. • 'Sixty hours per week during season 
to seventy percent of the football and five hours per week in Ale 
players area on some "Toitri ofi: , off-season. Division III does:not 
scholarship, says Mauer. allow any off-season work. This 
Reaching , out Jo.,•,, the stuiclent;;; is, a huge perk to the Division II 
playing for Freeberg. 
With the women's volleyball, 
women's soccer, men's football, 
and the men and women's cross 
country teams finished up or 
finishing up with their seasons 
this year, Concordia saw many 
great performances, tough games 
and races, and a lot of passion,. 
dedication, and hard work from. ' 
the athletes. Concordia looks 
forward to the basketball seasons, 
baseball, softball, track and field, 
and women's golf. Go Golden 
Bears.  
been to make it to that level 
in our season, and how those 
opportunities don't just come 
along." 
Wubben and Lindberg will 
remember their time at CU with 
great admiration. "Even though 
we didn't make it to the Elite 
Eight, we still had a great year. I 
couldn't have asked for a better 
group of girls to play with. They 
made my senior year something 
to remember," said Lindberg. The 
seniors contributed experience 
and great physical and mental 
strength to the team. "Although 
the team will miss having Joy and 
Tia even more than we probably 
realize now," said Olson, "we 
all have faith in our capabilities 
for next year—to remain an elite 
team and to advance to the Elite 
Eight." 
Even after a season of successes, 
the Bears will continue to work 
hard in the off-season to prepare 
nation by the AVCA. 
toughness. It is something that 
we didn't always have, and it is 
really work hard to have for next 
make it farther next year." 
The team broke records and 
turned heads with this season's 
performance. On Nov. 23, prior 
to the Elite Eight Tournament, 
CU was ranked number six in the 
think about and work toward," 
something that I know we will 
season so that we can possibly 
said Olson. "We learned a special 
lesson this season—about just 
learned the importance of mental 
"This season gave us a lot to be fueled by remembering the 
mostly juniors and seniors, it will 
have a lot to work toward this 
work ethic and motivation will 
to next year's four seniors. "I 
and fill those important leadership 
roles," said Graham. "Since we 
will have an older team, driven by 
be exciting to see just what we 
can accomplish next season." 
for what lies ahead. "We will 
spring," said Olson. "I think our 
ending of this season." 
losses— Wubben and Lindberg— 
look forward to seeing all of us 
[future] juniors having to step up 
Graham looks past the team's 
how valuable and lucky we have 
Intramural Sports Open to All 
By Mandy Beaudin 	All that is required to play is to 
Many students are interested in find friends and make a team - all 
sports like racquetball, football, the sports except basketball are 
hockey, basketball and volleyball, co-ed. When the season starts for 
or they might want to spend time the particular sport, grab a sign-
with friends on a team competing up sheet, which are normally on 
with others. Such students may the big calendar in the tunnel or in 
want to consider Concordia the Gangelhoff Center, and drop 
intramural sports. off the form at the Gangelhoff 
Intramural sports have been Center. 
around for quite awhile at 	Football is played every Sunday 
Concordia, but students seem to either during the afternoon 
be unaware.- of the sports offered or later in the evening, floor 
and the way to sign up; that's hockey is played on Mondays, 
where Patty Boettcher -comes basketball and volleyball are 
in. Boettcher is a - junior at played on Sundays and Tuesdays. 
Concordia, and she took the lead Racquetball is played whenever 
running the intramural sports last two people can play against each 
year. Boettcher explained that the other. All the sports are usually 
sports offered are not a select few. played around 8-9 p.m., and they 
Racquetball, football, hockey, are all at Concordia. 
basketball, and volleyball are all 	Some of the sports seem to 
offered at Concordia, and she be more popular than others 
is hoping soon that softball can among the students, such as 
make its way into the selection. 	basketball, for the guys, which 
All the sports are played close has been "huge, there were nine 
to the same time of season that teams last year," says Boettcher. 
professional sports are played; Volleyball is another popular 
football is played in the fall, sport as well. Most of the sports 
hockey is played during the do have championship games, 
second half of fall semester, like football. Last year, "football 
basketball and volleyball are had five teams that all played 
played during the spring, and each other, and went into playoffs 
for more energetic or athletic for the championship," explains 
participants, racquetball is played Boettcher. 
all year long; however, it is less 	If anyone is interested in any 
competitive than some of the of the sports, or wants more 
other sports offered because there information, contact Boettcher by 
is not a championship game. email at boettchp@csp.edu . 
Division II: Five Years After the Switch 
body and the community are two 
of Mauer's goals for the football.  
program. Knowing that Concordia 
has many unique facets that other 
Division II schools do not have, 
including the small, private 
education, close-knit community, 
and a Christian atmosphere, this 
step up to Division II allows 
for yet another approach to 
reaching out to students and the 
community. "We're so new and 
there are a lot of people out there 
that don't know we're Division 
II," Mauer states. Getting the 
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2004-2005 Men's Basketball Team. 
by Ben Johnson 
With key ingredients in place, 
the Concordia Golden Bears 
men's basketball team has 
something good cooking. The 
Bears are looking to improve 
upon a 7-21 record last season 
that also left them just 5-11 in 
the Northern Sun Conference. 
They are determined to not let 
that happen again by picking 
up some key transfers that are 
going to mix well with the 
already strong returning class. 
The Bears are lucky enough 
to have four starters returning 
from last year. The three 
seniors are Brian Jamros, 
who broke Concordia's single 
season scoring record with 
529 pts, Justin Vandenberg, 
and David Albo. They also 
INTECIRATINCI FAITH 
AND REASON IN THE 
• • 
The University of St. Thomas School of Law 
provides a foundation of service and leadership 
as it integrates faith and reason 
in the search for truth. 
Located in the heart of Minneapolis; 
our students have access to an 
energetic business community, renowned 
cultural institutions and entertainment. 
WI/ UNIVERSITY of ST.THOMAS 
University of St. Thomas School of Law 
(651) 962-4895; (800) 328-6819, Ext. 2-4895 
lawschool@stthomas.edu www.stthomas.edu/law 
No fee for online applications received by Dec. 31, 2004. 
Contact us for details. 
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Bears Basketball Ready :o Begin 
have sophomore Joey Peel returning for them this season. Along 
with this solid group of players, the Bears were able to recruit some 
players that are going to fit right in. Three of these transfers came 
from Bemidji State University, and they also all went to the same 
high school in Texas. These three are sophomore James Metcalf, 
who red shirted his freshman year for the Beavers, junior Kenneth 
Pointer, who started 20 games for Bemidji his sophomore year, and 
sophomore Marlon Walker, who started in 12 games. 
These three are joined by junior RJ Allen, who played at Hutchinson 
Community College, where his team went 30-3. Sophomore Kyle 
Marxhausen came from Mankato where he averaged 5.5 points a 
game, and he was also 1" team all state in high 
school. Junior Colby Swanson was a member 
of the Bethany Lutheran Team that placed 6th in 
the nation in 2003. Also, joining these players is 
Sophomore Chris Cox who attended Schreiner 
University; the only recruited freshman is Jason 
Birr who played his high school career at St. 
Thomas Academy in Minnesota. 
Second year head coach Ryan Freeberg has 
some distinct goals laid out for his team this 
season. When asked in an interview what he 
felt he thought his key expectations are for his 
team he responded, "Where we came from, only 
winning 7 games, I am not looking so much at 
wins and losses. Instead, I am more looking at 
and emphasizing hard work every day whether 
it's a game or a practice, that we come prepared 
to every game and not kill ourselves by making 
mental mistakes, and that we steadily improve 
every game. I want to be a better team in February 
than we are now." 
Then, when asked how the transfers are going to 
affect the team he said, "When we were looking 
at kids, we had a few things in mind. Obviously, 
they have to be able to play the game and be 
good at it, but besides raw ability we found 
kids that all came from successful backgrounds. 
These are all kids that know what it takes to win. 
Not only do they bring us their abilities, but they 
also bring us knowledge of what it takes to win 
and they will be able to pass that along to my 
returning players." 
The Bears are looking good, and this season 
promises to be more successful than seasons 
past. The Bears are hungry to make a name for 
themselves and set a standard of excellence that 
teams before them have yet to do. They have 
been working hard and are ready to showcase 
their abilities in front of Concordia fans. 
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